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WATER
SYSTEM
INFORMATION
The City of West Fargo
Annual Water Quality
Report provides information
for those whose drinking
water is supplied by the
City. The City of West
Fargo routinely tests
drinking water for regulated
contaminants to ensure
water is safe to drink.
If you are the owner of an
apartment building or a
business, let tenants or
workers know they can ﬁnd
this report at:
westfargond.gov/water17.
For a paper copy of this
report, call (701) 4335400. If you are aware
of non-English speaking
individuals who need help
with translating this report,
contact Public Works
Director, Chris Brungardt,
at (701) 433-5400.
If you have concerns about
the quality of West Fargo’s
water, the West Fargo City
Commission meets on the
ﬁrst and third Monday of
each month at 5:30 p.m.
at the City Hall, 800 Fourth
Ave. E., West Fargo, and is
open to the public.
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THE SOURCE
The City of West Fargo purchases drinking water from
the City of Fargo which is drawn from the Red River of
the North. Alternate sources are the Sheyenne River
and Lake Ashtabula.
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The City of Fargo Water Treatment Plant
is a 30-million-gallon per day (MGD) lime
softening, ozone and chlorine disinfection,
ﬁltration plant.
The City of Fargo is adding a 15 MGD
membrane softening plant for enhanced
treatment of dissolved solids such as sulfates
and bromide. The addition is scheduled for
completion in the fall of 2018.

CONTAMINANTS
SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
Our public water system, in cooperation with the North
Dakota Department of Health, has completed the delineation
and contaminant/land use inventory elements of the North
Dakota Source Water Protection Program.
Based on the information from these elements, the
North Dakota Department of Health has determined that
our source water is moderately susceptible to potential
contaminants.
You may learn more about the North Dakota Source Water
Protection Program online at www.deq.nd.gov/WQ.

EPA ON DRINKING WATER
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. Get more
information about contaminants and potential health effects
from the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
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CONTAMINANTS
The sources of drinking water (both tap
water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and
wells. As water travels over the surface of
the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up
substances resulting from the presence of
animals or from human activity.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to
drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit
the amount of certain contaminants in water
provided by public water systems.

POSSIBLE SOURCE WATER
CONTAMINANTS:

Some people may be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the
general population.

“

Microbial Contaminants....
such as viruses and bacteria, that may
come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and
wildlife
Inorganic Contaminants....
such as salts and metals, which can be
naturally occurring or result from urban
storm water runoff, industrial, or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas
production, mining, or farming

Pesticides and Herbicides....
which may come from a variety of sources
such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff,
and residential uses

Organic Chemical Contaminants...
including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and
can also come from gas stations, urban storm
water runoff, and septic systems
Radioactive Contaminants....
which can be naturally occurring or be the
result of oil and gas production and mining
activities
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Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
regulations establish limits for contaminants
in bottled water which must provide the same
protection for public health.

“Minimize the potential
for lead exposure
by ﬂushing your tap
for 30 seconds to 2
minutes before using
water for drinking.”

Immuno-compromised persons such
as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly,
and infants can be particularly at risk from
infections.
These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care
providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe Water Drinking Hotline.
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CONTAMINANTS
Lead
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause
serious health problems, especially for
pregnant women and young children. Lead
in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. City of West
Fargo is responsible for providing high
quality drinking water, but cannot control
the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been
sitting for several hours, you can minimize
the potential for lead exposure by ﬂushing
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before
using water for drinking or cooking.
If you are concerned about lead in your
water, you may wish to have your water
tested. Information on lead in drinking water,
testing methods, and steps you can take to
minimize exposure is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline or at www.epa.gov/
safewater/lead.

TESTING RESULTS
Cryptosporidium
Cryptosporidium is a microbial parasite
which is found in surface waters throughout
the United States. Although Cryptosporidium
can be removed by ﬁltration, the most
common ﬁltration methods cannot
guarantee 100 percent removal. Symptoms
of Cryptosporidium infection may include
nausea, diarrhea and abdominal cramps.
Most healthy individuals are able to
overcome these symptoms within a few
weeks. However, immuno-compromised
individuals have more difﬁculty and are

at greater risk of developing severe or
potentially life threatening illness.
Cryptosporidium must be ingested to cause
disease and it may be ingested through
means other than drinking water. Immunocompromised individuals are encouraged
to consult their doctors regarding the
appropriate precautions to take to avoid
infection.
The City of Fargo completed the third
round of testing of the source water for
Cryptosporidium in 2017 to comply with
the Long-Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water
Treatment Rule (LT2ESWTR). The analysis of
24 samples resulted in an average of 0.095
oocysts per liter in the source water (Red
River or Sheyenne River). This concentration
of Cryptosporidium results in the treatment
facility falling into the second lowest of four
levels of required treatment. This result
requires the City of Fargo to enhance the
treatment of the source water by lowering
individual and combined ﬁlter turbidity
results. The City of Fargo intends to add a
ﬁlter-to-waste process to the treatment plant
to meet this requirement.
Bromate*
The City of Fargo’s highest sample of
bromate exceeded the EPA limits in drinking
water in 2017.
Some people who drink water containing
bromate in excess of the MCL over many
years may have an increased risk of getting
cancer. The City of Fargo is committed to
reducing bromate levels in the treated water
to meet EPA regulatory limits.

Safe Water Drinking Hotline:
800.426.4791
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WATER QUALITY DATA TABLES

[

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations to limit the
amount of contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The table
below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the
calendar year of this report.

Although many more contaminants were
tested, only those substances listed below
were found in your water. All sources of
drinking water contain some naturally
occurring contaminants. At low levels,
these substances are generally not
harmful in our drinking water. Removing
all contaminants would be extremely
expensive, and in most cases, would not
provide increased protection of public
health. A few naturally occurring minerals
may actually improve the taste of drinking
water and have nutritional value at low
levels.
Unless otherwise noted, the data
presented in this table is from testing done
in the calendar year of the report. The
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EPA or the State requires us to monitor for
certain contaminants less than once per
year because the concentrations of these
contaminants do not vary signiﬁcantly
from year to year, or the system is not
considered vulnerable to this type of
contamination.
As such, some of our data, though
representative, may be more than one year
old.
In this table you will ﬁnd terms and
abbreviations that might not be familiar to
you. To help you better understand these
terms, we have provided the deﬁnitions
below the table.
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WATER QUALITY DATA TABLES
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WATER QUALITY & DRINKING WATER TERMS

Action Level (AL): The
concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers
treatment or other requirements
which a water system must follow.
Maximum Contaminant Level
(MCL): The highest level of a
contaminant allowed in drinking
water. MCLs are set as close to the
MCLGs as feasible using the best
available treatment technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level
Goal (MCLG): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs
allow for a margin of safety.
MFL: Million ﬁbers per liter, used to
measure asbestos concentration
mg/L mg/L: Number of milligrams
of substance in one liter of water
MNR: Monitored Not Regulated
MPL: State Assigned Maximum
Permissible Level
MRDL: Maximum residual
disinfectant level. The highest level
of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
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water. There is convincing evidence
that addition of a disinfectant is
necessary for control of microbial
contaminants.
MRDLG: Maximum residual
disinfection level goal. The level
of a drinking water disinfectant
below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MRDLGs
do not reﬂect the beneﬁts of the use
of disinfectants to control microbial
contaminants.
mrem/yr mrem/yr: Millirems
per year (a measure of radiation
absorbed by the body)
NA: Not applicable
ND: Not detected
Nephelometric Turbidity Units
(NTU): Turbidity measures the
cloudiness of water. It indicates the
effectiveness of a ﬁltration system.
NR: Monitoring not required, but
recommended.
pCi/L pCi/L: Picocuries per liter (a
measure of radioactivity)

ppm: Parts per million, or
milligrams per liter (mg/L)
ppt: Parts per trillion, or nanograms
per liter
ppq: Parts per quadrillion, or
picograms per liter
Percent positive samples/
month: Percent of samples taken
monthly that were positive
positive samples/month: Number
of samples taken monthly that were
found to be positive
positive samples/yr: The number
of positive samples taken that year
Treatment Technique (TT): A
required process intended to
reduce the level of a contaminant in
drinking water.
ug/L: Number of micrograms of
substance in one liter of water
Variances and Exemptions: State
or EPA permission not to meet
an MCL or a treatment technique
under certain conditions.

ppb: Parts per billion, or
micrograms per liter (μg/L)
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